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If you do not meet the minimum academic 
or English language requirements for entry 
into a Bachelor Degree at ACU National, 
then you may be eligible to gain access 
through a Diploma Pathway Program.

Diploma students follow the same academic 
structure as other university students, undertaking 
four subjects per semester, eight subjects in 
total for the year. You will benefit from closed 
classes in certain subjects for international 
students only, whereby lecturers can pay 
special attention to your study needs.   

With the exception of the Diploma in Tertiary 
Preparation (Nursing), Diploma Pathways give 
students the opportunity to gain credit into 
undergraduate degrees at ACU National.

Entry Requirements 
For direct admission to an ACU National Diploma 
Pathway Program, students require:

High School graduation with a minimum 50% pass; and
Academic IELTS of 5.5 or 6.0, depending 
on the program selected (refer to individual 
course descriptions for clarification).

 
The following Australian qualifications are also suitable 
for direct entry into a Diploma Pathway Program:

Australian Year 12
Victorian Certificate of Education
ENTER score of 55 with a minimum 
Study Score of 20 in English

NSW Higher School Certificate
UAI score of 55

Queensland Senior Certificate
OP score of 19

Foundation Programs
Monash University Foundation Year
Overall score of 210 with a 55% pass in English

Taylors College University of 
Sydney Foundation Year 
Overall GPA of 6 with a C- in English

UNSW University Foundation Year
An overall GPA of 5.5 with a D+ in English

UWS College Universities Foundation Studies
An overall GPA of 5.5 with a C grade in English

University of Queensland Foundation Year
Overall GPA of 3.5 with a Grade 4 in Academic English

»
»

OUR COURsEs
Diploma Pathway Programs
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Diploma in Business
Admission Requirements

Overall score of Academic IELTS 5.5 (with 
no less than 5.0 in each band)
High School Graduation (with a minimum of 50% pass)

 
Course Aims
The Diploma in Business course is based within 
the general ethos of the business-commercial 
world and provides a theoretical and practical 
basis for ethical decision-making in business. 

It emphasises social and environmental issues while 
providing students with a broad understanding 
of the key areas of business. It assists students 
in gaining effective communication and research 
skills and an understanding of business.

Course Structure
Students are required to complete a total 
of 80 credit points, consisting of:

ACOM107 Australian Society (10cp)
ACOM105 English Language Communication Skills 
or ACOM106 Business Communication Skills (10cp)
Six approved Faculty units from the 
Bachelor of Business (60cp)

 
Faculty Units
Faculty units may vary from campus 
to campus, but can include:

ACCT100 Principles of Accounting
BUSN100 Reasoning and Communication
HRMG100 Management and People
ISYS101 Fundamentals of Business IS 
ISYS110 Applied Business IS
LEGL101 Introduction to Law 
MKTG100 Principles of Marketing 
STAT102 Business Statistics

Pathway Information
The Diploma in Business has been designed to serve 
as an alternate entry point into the Bachelor of 
Business. Students who do not qualify for direct entry 
into the Degree program may enter through the 
successful completion of the Diploma program. 

When students continue onto the Degree they will be 
granted 80 credit points, which is equivalent to one year of 
study. Upon subsequent entry to the Bachelor of Business, 
students will be able to select an area of specialisation.  

»

»

»
»

»

»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»

Location
Brisbane 
Sydney (North Sydney) 
Melbourne

Duration
1 year full-time

Commencement
February  
July

Diploma in Business 
(1 year)

Bachelor of Business 
(2 years)

>
>

English Language Program
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Diploma in Business 
Information Systems
Admission Requirements

Overall score of Academic IELTS 5.5 (with 
no less than 5.0 in each band)
High School Graduation (with a minimum of 50% pass)

 
Course Aims
The Diploma in Business Information Systems prepares 
students for a variety of occupations in the field of 
computer-based information systems including technical, 
user and customer support. Emphasis is placed on 
the role of computer technologies in contemporary 
organisations, and in particular the course aims to 
prepare students for the emerging employment niches 
in the fields of data communications, distributed 
processing and PC-based local area networks.

Course Structure
Students are required to complete a total 
of 80 credit points, consisting of:

ACOM107 Australian Society (10cp)
ACOM105 English Language Communication 
Skills or ACOM106 English Language 
Communication Skills (10cp)
ISYS101 Fundamentals of Business IS (10cp)
Five approved Faculty units from the 
Bachelor of Business Information Systems 
(50cp) including 30cp from ISYS units

 
Faculty Units
Faculty units vary from semester to semester, and 
from campus to campus, but can include:

ACCT100 Principles of Accounting
BUSN100 Reasoning and Communications 
HRMG100 Management and People 
ISYS101 Fundamentals of Business IS 
ISYS110 Applied Business IS
MKTG100 Principles of Marketing
STAT102 Business Statistics

 
Pathway Information
The Diploma in Business Information Systems has 
been designed to serve as an alternate entry point 
into the Bachelor of Business Information Systems. 

Students who do not qualify for direct entry 
into the Degree program may enter through the 
successful completion of the Diploma program. 

When students continue onto the Degree they will be 
granted 80 credit points, which is equivalent to one year 
of study.  Upon subsequent entry to the Bachelor of 
Business Information Systems, students will be able to select 
electives to cater for their particular areas of interest.

»

»

»
»

»
»

»
»
»
»
»
»
»

Location
Sydney (North Sydney) 

Melbourne

Duration
1 year full-time

Commencement
February  

July

Diploma in Business  
Information Systems 

(1 year)

 
Bachelor of Business  
Information Systems 

(2 years)

>
>

English Language Program
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Diploma in Educational 
Studies
Admission Requirements

Overall score of Academic IELTS 6.0 (with 
no less than 6.0 in each band)
High School Graduation (with a minimum of 50% pass)

 
Course Aims
The Diploma in Educational Studies aims 
to develop the following attributes:

Critical and analytical abilities;
Enthusiasm to search for further 
knowledge and understanding;
Expertise in chosen academic field;
Knowledge and skills to meet relevant 
professional requirements;
Understanding of and commitment to 
professional ethical standards; and
Communication and interpersonal skills in 
working with clients and colleagues.

 
Course Structure
Students are required to complete a total 
of 80 credit points, consisting of:

ACOM107 Australian Society (10cp)
ACOM105 English Language 
Communication Skills (10cp)
Six Faculty of Education units (60cp)

 
Faculty Units
Faculty units vary from semester to semester, and 
from campus to campus, but can include:

EDAB111 Indigenous Cultures and Peoples 
EDAR100 Creative Arts Education: Visual Arts
EDFD127 Contexts for Learning and Development
EDFD133 Understanding Learning 
EDLA104 Communication Skills and their Contexts
EDLA107 Linguistics for Literacy
EDLA108 Children’s Literature for Literacy
EDMA103 Exploring Mathematics 1
EDPH103 Personal Development 
Health & Physical Education 1
EDST107 Science and Technology for Primary Teachers 1
THBS100 Introduction to the Bible
THCT100 What Christians Believe
Units from the Faculty of Arts

 
Pathway Information
The Diploma in Educational Studies is designed to serve 
as an alternate entry point into the Bachelor of Education 
(Primary) or Bachelor of Teaching / Bachelor of Arts.  

When students continue onto a Degree they 
will be granted up to 80 credit points, which 
is equivalent to one year of study.

»

»

»
»

»
»

»

»

»
»

»

»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»

»
»
»
»

Diploma in Educational Studies 
(1 year)

 
Bachelor of Education  
(Primary) (3 years) 
or 
Bachelor of Teaching/  
Bachelor of Arts (3-4 years)

Location
Brisbane 
Sydney (Strathfield) 
Melbourne

Duration
1 year full-time

Commencement
February  

>
>

English Language Program
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Diploma in Environmental 
Science
Admission Requirements

Overall score of Academic IELTS 5.5 (with 
no less than 5.0 in each band)
High School Graduation (with a minimum of 50% pass)

 
Course Aims
The Diploma in Environmental Science is designed for 
students interested in a broadly-based program. Students 
study subjects relating to environmental issues, relevant 
sciences, information technology and communication skills.  

The course assists students to prepare for a diversity of 
careers in government departments, industry, tourism, 
environmental consultancies and environmental practice.

Course Structure
Students are required to complete a total 
of 80 credit points, consisting of:

ACOM105 English Language Communication Skills 
or ACOM106 Business Communication Skills (10cp)
Seven approved Faculty units from the 
Bachelor of Environmental Science (70cp)

 
Faculty Units

BIOL101 Fundamentals of Biology
BIOL102 Principles of Ecology	  
CHEM100 Fundamentals of Chemistry
ERTH100 Earth Science
PHYS105 Environmental Physics
ENVI100 Environmental Issues
INFO102 Introduction to Data Analysis

Pathway Information
The Diploma in Environmental Science is designed to 
serve as an alternate entry point into the Bachelor of 
Environmental Science.  Students who do not qualify for 
direct entry into the Degree program may enter through 
the successful completion of the Diploma program. 

When students continue onto the Degree 
they will be granted 80 credit points, which 
is equivalent to one year of study.

»

»

»

»

»
»
»
»
»
»
»

Location
Sydney (North Sydney) 

 

Duration

1 year full-time

Commencement
February  

July

 
Diploma in  

Environmental Science 
(1 year)

 
Bachelor of  

Environmental Science 
(2 years)

>
>

English Language Program
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Diploma in Exercise Science
Admission Requirements

Overall score of Academic IELTS 5.5 (with 
no less than 5.0 in each band)
High School Graduation (with a minimum of 50% pass)

 
Course Aims
The Diploma in Exercise Science aims to prepare 
students to improve their English skills in order to enter 
and complete the Bachelor of Exercise Science. Upon 
completion, it is expected that students will be able to: 

Demonstrate an understanding of basic concepts 
and theories as they apply to everyday life, Exercise 
Science, Sports Science and health care;
Display competent development of their 
listening, speaking, reading and writing 
skills in the English language;
Identify the way in which concepts and theories 
from various disciplines have contributed to 
the body of knowledge that supports a holistic 
approach to Exercise and Sports Science;
Discuss and debate various issues associated 
with the role of exercise in health and health 
care, especially in an Australian context; and
Communicate with various individuals 
and groups associated with academic 
study and involved in health care.

 
Course Structure
Students are required to complete a total 
of 80 credit points, consisting of:

ACOM107 Australian Society
ACOM105 English Language Communication Skills
ACOM112 Exercise Science English 1
ACOM211 Exercise Science English 2
ACOM103 English for Academic Purposes1
Three units from the Bachelor of Exercise Science (30cp)

 
Faculty Units
Faculty units vary from semester to semester, and 
from campus to campus, but can include:

EXSC120 Mechanical Bases of Exercise Science 
EXSC130 Foundations of Motor 
Development and Behaviour
EXSC140 Physiological Bases of Exercise Science 

 
Pathway Information
The Diploma in Exercise Science is designed to serve as an 
alternate entry point into the Bachelor of Exercise Science. 
Students who do not qualify for direct entry into the Degree 
programs may enter through the successful completion 
of the Diploma program. When students continue 
onto a Degree they will be granted 30 credit points.

Upon subsequent entry to the Bachelor of Exercise 
Science, students will be able to select electives 
to cater for their particular areas of interest.

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

»
»
»
»
»
»

»
»

»
Diploma in Exercise Science 
(1 year)

 
Bachelor of Exercise Science  
(3 years)

Location
Sydney (Strathfield) 
Melbourne

Duration
1 year full-time

Commencement
February  

>
>

English Language Program
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Diploma in Liberal Studies
Admission Requirements

Overall score of Academic IELTS 5.5 (with 
no less than 5.0 in each band)
High School Graduation (with a minimum of 50% pass)

 
Course Aims
The Diploma in Liberal Studies is designed for students 
interested in a broadly-based program that integrates the 
study of Australian society with a wide choice of subjects 
and the development of communication skills. Students 
may choose subjects that provide credit towards the 
Bachelor of Arts.  The course assists students to prepare 
for a diversity of careers in areas such as government, 
industry, journalism, creative arts and education.

Course Structure
Students are required to complete a total 
of 80 credit points, consisting of:

ACOM107 Australian Society (10cp)
ACOM105 English Language Communication Skills 
or ACOM106 Business Communication Skills (10cp)
Six approved Faculty units from the 
Bachelor of Arts (60cp)

 
Faculty Units
Faculty units vary from semester to semester, and from 
campus to campus, but can include the following disciplines:

Asian Studies
Australian Studies
Communication
Drama
Economics
Family Studies
Geography 
History
Italian
Japanese
Literature
Mathematics
Music
Philosophy
Sociology
Theological Studies
Visual Arts

Pathway Information

The Diploma in Liberal Studies has been designed to 
serve as an alternate entry point into the Bachelor of 
Arts.  Students who do not qualify for direct entry into 
the Degree program may enter through the successful 
completion of the Diploma program.  When students 
continue onto the Degree they will be granted up to 80 
credit points, which is equivalent to one year of study.  

Credit will only be granted where students’ unit choices 
match those allowed within approved major and 
minor sequences from within the Bachelor of Arts.

»

»

»
»

»

»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»

Location
Brisbane 

Sydney (Strathfield) 
Melbourne 

 
Duration 

1 year full-time

Commencement
February  

July

 
Diploma in Liberal Studies 

(1 year)

 
Bachelor of Arts  

(2 years)

>
>

English Language Program
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Certificate IV in Nursing 
HLT43407
Admission Requirements

Overall score of Academic IELTS 5.5 (with no less 
than 6.0 in speaking, and 5.0 in every other band)
High School Graduation (with a minimum of 50% pass)
Interview and aptitude test

 
Note: Applicants must be onshore in Australia 
in order to apply for this course

Course Aims
This course is designed to prepare participants to work 
in the aged care sector, rehabilitation centres, acute care 
hospitals and the community. International students 
will study alongside local Australian students.

Professional Recognition
Graduates will be eligible to apply for registration with the 
Nurses Board of Victoria as a Registered Nurse, Division 2.

Course Structure
Students are required to complete a series of compulsory 
theory units, plus 320 hours of clinical practice in 
aged care, acute, and rehabilitation facilities.

Theory Units
HLTEN401A Work in the nursing profession
HLTEN509A Apply legal and ethical parameters  
to nursing practice
HLTEN502A Apply effective communication 
skills in nursing practice
HLTFA301B Apply first aid
HLTAP401A Confirm physical health status
HLTEN410A Deliver nursing care to consumers 
with mental health conditions
HLTEN403A Undertake basic nursing client assessment
HLTOHS300A Contribute to the OHS process
HLTEN405A Implement basic nursing care
HLTEN505A Contribute to the complex nursing  
care of clients
HLTEN414A Deliver basic nursing care to older clients
HLTIN301A Comply with infection control policies  
and procedures in health work
HLTEN406A Undertake basic wound care
HLTAP501A Analyse health information
HLTHIR403B Work effectively with culturally diverse  
clients and co-workers
HLTHIR404B Work effectively with Aboriginal and /or  
Torres Straight Islander people
HLTEN415A Deliver nursing care to acute care clients
HLTEN507A Administer and monitor medications  
in the workplace
HLTEN513A Implement and monitor nursing 
care for clients with chronic health problems

 
Pathway Information
When students continue onto the Bachelor of Nursing they 
will be granted 40 credit points towards their Degree studies.

»

»
»

»
»

»

»
»
»

»
»
»
»

»
»

»
»
»

»

»
»

»

Certificate IV in Nursing  
(1 year)

 
Bachelor of Nursing  
(3 years)

Location
Melbourne

Duration
1 year full-time

Commencement
February  

>
>

English Language Program
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Diploma in Tertiary 
Preparation (Nursing)
Admission Requirements

Overall score of Academic IELTS 5.5 (with 
no less than 5.0 in each band)
High School Graduation (with a minimum of 50% pass)

 
Course Aims
The Diploma in Tertiary Preparation (Nursing) aims to 
further develop students’ English reading, writing, 
listening and speaking skills to qualify them for successful 
entry into the Bachelor of Nursing program.  

Please note: The Diploma in Tertiary Preparation 
(Nursing) is not a professional nursing qualification.  
It is intended only as a pathway leading to the 
ACU National Bachelor of Nursing program.   

Course Structure
Students are required to complete a total 
of 80 credit points, consisting of:

ACOM107 Australian Society
ACOM105 English Language Communication Skills
ACOM103 English for Academic Purposes 1
ACOM117 English for Academic Purposes 2
ACOM108 Nursing English 1
ACOM208 Nursing English 2
ACOM116 Introduction to Nursing in Australia
ACOM117 Introduction to Science for Nurses

 
Pathway Information
The Diploma in Tertiary Preparation (Nursing) is 
designed to serve as an alternate entry point into the 
Bachelor of Nursing.  Students who do not qualify 
for direct entry into the Degree program may enter 
through the successful completion of the Diploma. 

Upon successful completion of the Bachelor of 
Nursing course, graduands are eligible to seek 
immediate registration as Registered Nurses with 
the relevant State Nurse’s Registration Authority.  

Please note that registration as a nurse in Australia 
is dependent upon meeting criteria of the relevant 
registering authority. Students are advised to 
discuss their eligibility with their Degree Course 
Coordinator and the local registration authority.

»

»

»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»

Location
Brisbane 

Sydney (North Sydney) 
Melbourne 

 
Duration 

1 year full-time

Commencement
February  

July* 
 

* July entry unavailable in Brisbane

 
Diploma in Tertiary  

Preparation (Nursing) 
(1 year)

 
Bachelor of Nursing  

(3 years)

>
>

English Language Program
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Diploma in Social Science
Admission Requirements

Overall score of Academic IELTS 5.5 (with 
no less than 5.0 in each band)
High School Graduation (with a minimum of 50% pass)

 
Course Aims
The Diploma in Social Science is designed for students 
interested in a broadly-based program that integrates 
the study of behavioural science, sociology and 
Australian society with a choice of other subjects 
and the development of communication skills. 

Course Structure
Students are required to complete a total 
of 80 credit points, consisting of:

ACOM107 Australian Society (10cp)
ACOM105 English Language Communication Skills 
or ACOM106 Business Communication Skills (10cp)
BEHV101 Behavioural Science 1 (10cp)
BEHV102 Behavioural Science 2 (10cp)
SOCI100 Introduction to Sociology (10cp)
SOCI107 Sociological Research Methods: 
Qualitative Methods (10cp)
Two approved units from the Bachelor 
of Social Science (20cp)

 
Pathway Information
The Diploma in Social Science is designed to serve as 
an alternate entry point into the Bachelor of Social 
Science. Students who do not qualify for direct entry 
into the Degree program may enter through the 
successful completion of the Diploma program. 

When students continue onto the Degree 
they will be granted 80 credit points, which 
is equivalent to one year of study.

Upon subsequent entry to the Bachelor of Social 
Science, students are able to select from a variety 
of major and minor sequences.  These sequences 
vary from campus to campus, but can include:

Youth Work
Family Studies
Theological Studies
Human Resource Management
Marketing
Counselling
Economics
Behavioural Science
Psychology
Sociology

»

»

»
»

»
»
»
»

»

»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»

Location
Brisbane 
Melbourne

Duration
1 year full-time

Commencement
February  
July 

Diploma in Social Science 
(1 year)

 
Bachelor of Social Science  
(2 years)

>
>

English Language Program
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Diploma in Visual 
Arts and Design
Admission Requirements

Overall score of Academic IELTS 5.5 (with 
no less than 5.0 in each band)
High School Graduation (with a minimum of 50% pass)

 
Course Aims
The Diploma in Visual Arts & Design is designed for students 
interested in a broadly-based program that integrates the 
study of selected units in the areas of studio-based art, 
graphic design or history and theory of art and design 
combined with relevant communication and business 
skills. The course assists students to prepare for a diversity 
of careers in the visual arts and design industries.

Course Structure
Students are required to complete a total 
of 80 credit points, consisting of:

ACOM105 English Language Communication Skills 
or ACOM106 Business Communication Skills (10cp)
HRMG100 Management and People or 
MKTG100 Principles of Marketing (10cp)
Six approved Faculty units from the 
Bachelor of Visual Arts (60cp)

 
Faculty Units

ARTS109 2D Studies 1
ARTS110 3D/4D Object Design 1
ARTS111 Graphic Design 1
ARTS112 Art and Design History and Theory 1
ARTS113 2D Studies 2
ARTS114 3D/4D Object Design 2
ARTS115 Graphic Design 2
ARTS116 Art and Design History and Theory 2

 
Pathway Information
The Diploma in Visual Arts & Design is designed 
to serve as an alternate entry point into the 
Bachelor of Visual Arts & Design.   

Students who do not qualify for direct entry 
into the Degree program may enter through the 
successful completion of the Diploma program. 

When students continue onto the Degree 
they will be granted 80 credit points, which 
is equivalent to one year of study.

 

»

»

»

»

»

»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»

Location
Sydney (Strathfield) 

Melbourne 

 
Duration 

1 year full-time

Commencement
February  

July

 
Diploma in  

Visual Arts and Design 
(1 year)

 
Bachelor of  

Visual Arts and Design 
(2 years)

>
>

English Language Program



Lodge an Online Application
ACU National has a secure application facility on its website. 
You should complete the electronic application form, upload 
scanned documents and submit your application directly to 
the University.  Visit www.acu.edu.au/iapply to apply. 

An application fee is payable for some programs.

Applicants may apply to the University at any time, 
however closing dates for applications are as follows:

31 October for February (1st semester) intake
30 April for July (2nd semester) intake

	
Applications will be accepted after these dates if 
vacancies exist. English Language applications can be 
accepted at any time subject to intake vacancies.

Australian Year 12 Applicants
If you are currently undertaking an Australian Year 12 
you can apply directly to ACU National for pathway 
programs.  Visit www.acu.edu.au/iapply to apply.

Offer of Place
If your application to ACU National has been 
successful, you will receive a “Letter of Offer” from 
the University. The letter will outline the following:

The course the applicant has been accepted into;
The starting date of the course;
The fees payable; and
The conditions of offer, if any (e.g. IELTS).

	
If your application is unsuccessful, we 
will also advise you by letter.

Accept your Offer
To accept your place at ACU National, 
please do the following:

Sign the “Offer Acceptance and Payment Advice” form
Make a payment of fees as indicated on your offer 
letter. You can pay by cheque or telegraphic transfer. 
Send a copy of your signed form and evidence of 
payment to: admin@acuiss.com.	

NOTE:	
Applicants from Assessment Level 3 & 4 countries should 
not pay fees until advised by their Australian Visa Office 
of Pre Visa Approval (PVA). A copy of the PVA letter 
should be submitted along with the payment of fees. 

»
»

»
»
»
»

»
»

»

Obtain a Student Visa
Upon receipt of payment, the University will issue 
an electronic “Confirmation of Enrolment” (eCOE). 
Take this document to your nearest Australian 
Visa Office in order to apply for a visa. 

For information on visa matters, please refer 
to the Australian Department of Immigration 
and Citizenship via www.immi.gov.au.

HOW TO APPLY
 

Am I an International Student?
International students are classified as those who 
wish to study on-campus in Australia using a 
Student Visa or Temporary Resident Visa.

Please note: Citizens and Permanent Residents of Australia, 
Citizens of New Zealand, and all students who wish to 
study online or at a location outside Australia should 
not apply through the International Education Office. 



Prospective Student Offices
Brisbane
ACU National	
1100 Nudgee Road	
Banyo QLD 4014	
AUSTRALIA	
Ph: +61 7 3623 7340	
Fax: +61 7 3623 7161	
Email: international@acu.edu.au

Sydney
ACU National	
42 Edward Street	
North Sydney NSW 2060	
Ph: +61 2 9739 2441	
Fax: +61 2 9739 2001	
Email: international@acu.edu.au 

 
Melbourne
ACU National	
115 Victoria Parade	
Fitzroy VIC 3065	
AUSTRALIA	
Ph: +61 3 9953 3302	
Fax: +61 3 9953 3145	
Email: international@acu.edu.au

CONTACT US
International Admissions Office
Pathway Programs
International Student Services	
Level 6, 23 Berry Street	
North Sydney NSW 2060	
AUSTRALIA	
Ph: +61 2 9955 7122	
Fax: +61 2 9955 7153	
Email: admissions@acuiss.com 

Representative Agents
The University also has a network of authorised 
representative agents around the world whom you 
can contact for assistance with your application or 
visa.  For more information, visit our website.

www.acu.edu.au/international




